Draft/MINUTES OF MCCBA COMMITTEE MEETING

30 January 2014, 5:15 pm, St Philips Chambers 

Present:  Mark Anderson QC, Sandra Bristoll, Nicola Preston, Steven Reed, John Brennan 
1. Apologies
Apologies were received from James Morgan; Louise Corfield; David Stockill; Omar Ensaff.
2. Minutes of 27/02/13 committee meeting
Minutes had been circulated previously by email and no comments received. Minutes therefore duly approved. 
3. Prof Graham Virgo talk 18/09/13 – feedback
The general consensus was that the talk was interesting and enjoyable. James Morgan had suggested to the Secretary that the MCCBA should ask Graham Virgo to recommend some more junior members of the law faculty to come and talk to the MCCBA.
ACTION – see (5) below
4. Annual dinner – 22/11/13 – feedback
The general consensus was that the dinner went very well; the judges, who attended, had been in contact to express their thanks for the evening. Lord Kerr’s speech was well received. The feedback from members was also very positive, with praise for the quality of the meal. 

It was agreed that the clash with the Wolverhampton Law Soc dinner, which occurred in 2013, should be avoided if possible in 2014.

Louise Corfield was thanked for all of her hard work, organising the annual dinner and previous dinners. Lydia Pemberton is take over responsibility for this event, with Louise’s guidance and advice.
5. Speakers for 2014 
· Several names were suggested –
· Prof Ben McFarlane of UCL (appointed to a Chair in Law in July 2012, formerly Reader in Property Law & Trusts at the University of Oxford and a Fellow of Trinity College, Oxford) – proposed title of talk - "Proprietary Estoppel in the Commercial Context" – fixed for 26/02/14 at No.5
· It was noted in the 27/02/13 minutes that HHJ David Cooke should be asked to speak in 2014 as the only local Chancery judge not to have given a talk to the MCCBA 
· Andrew Charman and Johan Du Toit on their book Shareholder Actions;
· Morgan J has appeared keen to come and speak
· Stewardship of Property and Liability to Account – talk by Professor Charles Mitchell, UCL at recent ChBA annual conference – potentially worth asking him to repeat this in 2015 when upcoming SC decision has been handed down
ACTION – ALL – follow up on any names suggested; JM to contact Graham Virgo as flagged in (3) above and agree a date with AC & JduT. MA QC to invite HHJ David Cooke to speak when he attends 26/02 event 
6. Website
By email in 01/13 MA QC raised the issue of the MCCBA having a website in order to promote membership. This was supported by email by JB and SR.
MA QC said that if MCCBA is to retain is status as a specialist bar association, it needs to expand and broaden its appeal. His view was that a website would bolster its identity and help it to develop its identity. It could be a portal to link to members’ own chambers’ websites and would provide access to speaker materials. MA QC agreed to look at the Northern Circuit Commercial Bar Assoc’n website by way of example.

NP raised a concern about maintaining a website.

SB reported that she has asked St P IT dept on a number of occasions in 2013 for a ballpark figure to set up and maintain a basic homepage with links to members’ profiles on own chambers’ websites but received no response. 
ACTION – MA QC, JM and David Mitchell of No.5 (to be co-opted) to look into this further and report back
7. Accounts  
NP presented the annual accounts. There was some discussion as to what should be done with the surplus funds. SR raised the question of whether the MCCBA should contribute to the fighting fund of the Criminal Bar Association. Possible charitable donations to Bar Pro Bono Unit or other were raised.
ACTION – SR to check current position on the CBA fighting fund; MA QC to check the objects of the MCCBA in the constitution and consider whether should circulate m’ship @ risks of QASA scheme. S/O for further discussion
8. AOB – 
· IBD Working Group – Omar is to remain the representative on this working group and SB agreed to respond to the email from the Bar Council on this.
· Summer event – the holding of a summer drinks event was discussed. Concern was raised that there has been a lack of interest in such an event in the past. It was agreed that this should be looked at again, with the holding of a less formal event in the city centre being explored. Possible venues discussed – the new B’ham library; B’ham museum and art gallery; The Bureau bar.  ACTION – MA QC and JB to look at this and report back.
· AGM – it was agreed that the AGM should take place before a speaker event rather than being held on its own.

· Membership – as flagged in (6) above, MA QC raised that the MCCBA needs to seek to broaden its membership beyond B’ham, in partic. Nottingham (Ropewalk Chambers), Leicester, Kings St. It was suggested that a videolink to join MCCBA’s next meeting could be offered in order to garner interest. ACTION – SR to obtain Circuit m’ship list and identify possible members. JM to co-ordinate the broadening of the m’ship list. 
· MA QC recorded the thanks of the MCCBA to SB for her service as Secretary.
Sandra Bristoll
Secretary
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