MINUTES OF MCCBA COMMITTEE MEETING

27 February 2013, 4:30 pm, St Philips Chambers 

Present:  Sandra Bristoll, Nicola Preston, Louise Corfield, Steven Reed, David Stockill, John Brennan
1. Apologies
Apologies were received from Mark Anderson QC, Michael Stephens, James Morgan.
2. Minutes of 09/05/12 committee meeting
Minutes had been circulated previously by email and no comments received. Minutes therefore duly approved. 
3. Matters arising from 09/05/12 & from the annual dinner
· proposed amendments to constitution – reduction in no. of cttee meetings p.a; email; proxy votes – to be addressed immediately afterwards at AGM
· public law – add to objects per Mitting J at annual dinner ?
i.  
SB reported that MA QC had expressed the view by email in 11/12 that the objects should maybe be left as they are
ii. 
after discussion the general view of the committee was that no amendment to the objects of the MCCBA was necessary or desirable. 
NO FURTHER ACTION REQUIRED 
4. Prof Andrew Keay talk 09/05/12 & HHJ Purle QC talk 18/10/12 – feedback
The general consensus was that both talks were interesting and enjoyable.
5. Annual dinner – 16/11/12 – feedback
The general consensus was that the dinner went very well; the judges, who attended, had been in contact to express their thanks for the evening. Mitting J’s speech was well received. The feedback from members was also very positive, with praise for the quality of the meal. 

Unfortunately the venue was very difficult to deal with and a £100 repayment is still awaited.

Louise Corfield was thanked for all of her hard work, organising the annual dinner and previous dinners.

6. Speakers for 2013 
· Several names were suggested –
· Prof Graham Virgo, who has a 2012 book on Contractual Duties and has not spoken to the MCCBA since 2009;
· Andrew Charman and Johan Du Toit on their new book Shareholder Actions;
· Prof Lionel Bently - Herchel Smith Professor of Intellectual Property Law;
· Land & trusts tutor of LC’s
· It was noted that HHJ David Cooke should be asked to speak in 2014 as the only local Chancery judge not to have given a talk to the MCCBA
ACTION – ALL – follow up on any names suggested – aim to have a talk in May & Oct
7. Website
By email in 01/13 MA QC raised the issue of the MCCBA having a website in order to promote membership. This was supported by email by JB and SR.
SB reported MA QC’s view that we should have a website subcommittee consisting of MA QC, NP and 2 from St P to be authorised to commit to expenditure on a website up to an amount which the Treasurer says the MCCBA can afford.
SB was unsure as to the added value of a website and concerns were raised about the amount of work required to maintain it.

ACTION – item stood over until next meeting to discuss with MA QC; SB to ask St P IT dept for a ballpark figure to set up and maintain a basic homepage with links to members’ profiles on own chambers’ websites
8. Day seminar 
No action to report – received no report from MS 

ACTION – not to be pursued.
9. Accounts  
NP presented the annual accounts. The MCCBA has a £7k odd surplus. No queries raised.
NO FURTHER ACTION REQUIRED
10. AOB – 
· Chancery Modernisation review
It was noted that initial responses are required by not later than the end of 03/13. Agreed that members were to be invited to make any responses by email to NP, who will liaise with MA QC on MCCBA response.
ACTION – SB to email m’ship; NP to collate responses and liaise with MA QC
· Summer social event
Despite misgivings on failed attempts to hold such an event in previous years, after discussion it was agreed that it would be worthwhile to investigate this further.
ACTION – LC to make inquiries of MPW at the Cube @ hiring terrace for drinks evening (Thrs/Fri) in June
· Annual dinner 2013 – date; venue; speaker
Agreed that would not go back to Hotel la Tour. Discussed possible venues – may go back to Hotel du Vin – decide on venue later.
SR raised the possibility of inviting Lord Kerr to speak, possibly on Supreme Court advocacy.
ACTION – SR to explore if Lord Kerr would be prepared to be the speaker, offering Fri eves in Nov as possible date.
Sandra Bristoll
Secretary
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